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DETAILED ACTION 

Information Disclosure Statement 

The information disclosure statement submitted on 4/23/2004 been considered 
by the Examiner and made of record in the application file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a 
foreign country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year 
prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 1, and 2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated over 
Hutton et al. (US Patent 6,1 08,704). 

Consider Claim 1, Hutton et al clearly discloses an electronic mail system 
comprising: a mail server which transmits and receives an electronic mail (Col 1 Lines 
59-67, Col 2 Lines 1-22, Col 6 Lines 61-66, Col 7 Lines 1-16); and means for converting 
an electronic mail address of a destination terminal into a network address (Col 1 Lines 
59-67, Col 2 Lines 1-22, Col 6 Lines 61-66, Col 7 Lines 1-16); wherein the mail server 
obtains the network address by the means for converting by using the electronic mail 
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address included in the received electronic mail (Col 1 Lines 59-67, Col 2 Lines 1-22, 
Col 6 Lines 61-66, Col 7 Lines 1-16), and transmits the electronic mail to the obtained 
network address (Col 1 Lines 59-67, Col 2 Lines 1-22, Col 6 Lines 61-66, Col 7 Lines 1- 
16). Hutton clearly shows that an electronic mail is transmitted via the network with the 
corresponding network address. 

Consider Claim 2, Hutton et al clearly discloses the electronic mail system 
according to claim 1 , wherein when the destination terminal is assigned with a network 
address (Fig 9, Col 1 Lines 59-67, Col 2 Lines 1-22, Col 6 Lines 61-66, Col 7 Lines 1- 
16), the destination terminal notifies the means for converting with the terminal name of 
the destination terminal and the network address (Fig 9, Col 10 Lines 46-56), and 
updates the network address included in the address conversion data (Fig 8, Col 10 
Lines 25-35). Hutton clearly discloses on how the network updates the addresses of 
the users, which are logged and updated in the database along with time-stamped email 
storage (Fig 8, Col 10 Lines 25-35). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claim 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 
as being unpatentable over Hutton et al (US Pat 6,108,704), in view of Ranalli et'al (US 
Patent 6,748,057). 
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Consider Claim 3, Hutton et al in view of Ranalli et al fails to disclose an 
electronic mail system according to claim 2, wherein the destination terminal is an 
Internet facsimile machine which can carry out an image communication by the Internet. 
Nonetheless, Rannali et al clearly discloses electronic mail system wherein the 
destination terminal is an Internet facsimile machine, which can carry out an image 
communication by the Internet (Rannali et al, Col 7 Lines 35-38, Col 17 Lines 5-9). 
Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
the invention was made to incorporate the use of internet facsimile connected to the 
electronic mail system taught by Hutton et al's system, for the purpose of transmitting 
information to multiple destinations. 

Consider Claim 4, Hutton et al in view of Rannali et al clearly discloses an 
electronic mail system comprising: an address conversion unit which stores address 
conversion data for converting an electronic mail address of a destination terminal into a 
network address (Fig 8, Col 10 Lines 25-35); an electronic mail reception unit which 
receives electronic mail (Fig 8, Col 10 Lines 25-35), and an electronic mail transmission 
unit which transmits the electronic mail to the obtained network address (Fig 9, Col 1 
Lines 59-67, Col 2 Lines 1-22, Col 6 Lines 61-66, Col 7 Lines 1-16). But Hutton et al in 
view of Rannali et al fails to disclose an inquiry unit, which obtains the network address 
from the address conversion unit by using an electronic mail address of a destination 
terminal included in the received electronic mail. Nonetheless, Rannali et al clearly 
discloses an inquiry unit, which obtains the network address from the address 
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conversion unit by using an electronic mail address of a destination terminal included in 
the received electronic mail (Rannali et al, Fig 3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 
6 Lines 25-32). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the 
art at the time of the invention was made to incorporate the use of inquiry unit (Rannali 
et al, Fig 3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 6 Lines 25-32) taught by Rannali et 
al in Hutton et al's system, for the purpose of having database of user information 
(Rannali et al, Col 6 Lines 35-65, Col 7 Lines 1-30) for users of the systems. 

Consider Claim 5, Hutton et al fails to disclose electronic mail system according 
to claim 4, comprising: a directory server which includes the address conversion unit; 
and an electronic mail server which includes the electronic mail reception unit, the 
inquiry unit, and the electronic mail transmission unit. Nonetheless, Rannali et al 
discloses a directory server according to claim 4, comprising: a directory server which 
includes the address conversion unit; and an electronic mail server which includes the 
electronic mail reception unit, the inquiry unit, and the electronic mail transmission unit 
(Rannali et al, Fig 3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 6 Lines 25-32). Therefore it 
would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention was made to incorporate the use of Directory Server (Rannali et al, Fig 3 
LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 6 Lines 25-32) taught by Rannali et al in Hutton 
et ars system, for the purpose of having a directory server which aids in providing 
unified messaging service which includes directory service, LDAP, fax, and mail etc, to 
provide users with different methods of communication. 
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Consider Claim 6, Hutton et al fails to disclose electronic mail system according 
to claim 4, wherein the mail server includes the address conversion unit, the electronic 
mail reception unit, the inquiry unit, and the electronic mail transmission unit. 
Nonetheless, Rannali et al discloses an electronic mail system according to claim 4, 
comprising: a directory server which includes the address conversion unit; and an 
electronic mail server which includes the electronic mail reception unit, the inquiry unit, 
and the electronic mail transmission unit (Rannali et al, Fig 3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 
Lines 50-64, Col 6 Lines 25-32). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was made.to incorporate the use of 
Directory Server (Rannali et al, Fig 3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 6 Lines 25- 
32) taught by Rannali et al in Hutton et al's system, for the purpose of having a 
electronic mail system which aids in providing unified messaging service which includes 
Directory service, LDAP, fax, and mail etc, to provide users with different methods of 
communication. 

Consider Claim 7, Hutton et al in view of Rannali et al discloses an electronic 
mail system according to claim 4, wherein it comprises of an updating unit (Fig 8, Col 10 
Lines 25-35) which updates the network address included in the address conversion 
data by notifying the address conversion unit (Fig 8, Col 10 Lines 25-35) from the 
destination terminal with the terminal name of the destination terminal and the network 
address when the destination terminal is assigned with a network address (Fig 8, Col 10 
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Lines 25-35). Hutton et al clearly shows how the system converts the addresses from 
the messages and its updates its database with the new addresses. 

Consider Claim 8, Hutton et al fails to disclose the electronic mail system 
according to claim 4, wherein the address conversion data is a structured document. 
Nonetheless, Rannali clearly shows that electronic mail system uses a structured 
document (Rannali et al, Col 6 Lines 24-67, Col 7 Lines 1-29). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the use of structured documents in the system (Rannali et al, Col 6 
Lines 24-67, Col 7 Lines 1-29) taught by Rannali et al in Hutton et al's system, for the 
purpose of data in easy accessible format, and which can be also be used by other 
various communication methods of the system easily. 

Consider Claim 11, Hutton et al in view of Rannali et al clearly discloses an 
electronic mail system according to claim 4, wherein the address conversion unit stores 
an update time for the address conversion data (Col 6 Lines 55-67, Col 7 Lines 1-16), 
and when a prescribed period of time elapses from the update time, the address 
conversion unit requests a network address from the destination terminal (Col 6 Lines 
55-67, Col 7 Lines 1-16). Hutton et al clearly shows on how the electronic mail system 
polls the time on the system for message retrieval which in turn helps the system in its 
polling. 

Consider Claim 12, Hutton et al discloses the program for an electronic mail 
system comprising: a command for storing and managing address conversion data for 
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converting an electronic mail address of a destination terminal into a network address 
(Col 1 Lines 59-67, Col 2 Lines 1-22, Col 6 Lines 61-66, Col 7 Lines 1-16); and a 
command for obtaining the network address by referring to the address conversion data 
by an electronic mail address (Col 10 Lines 46-56) when receiving an electronic mail of 
an electronic mail address, but Hutton et al fails to teach a common for obtaining the 
network address by referring to the address conversion data by electronic mail address 
when receiving an electronic mail other than that of the mailbox managed by the mail 
server. Nonetheless, Rannali et al clearly shows the program for an electronic mail 
system comprising: a command for storing and managing address conversion data for 
converting an electronic mail address of a destination terminal into a network address 
(Rannali et al, Fig 3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 6 Lines 25-32, Col 7 Lines 
35-38, Col 15 Lines 35-40, 42-55); and a command for obtaining the network address 
by referring to the address conversion data by an electronic mail address when 
receiving an electronic mail of an electronic mail address other than that of the mailbox 
managed by the mail server (Rannali et al, Fig 3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 
6 Lines 25-32, Col 7 Lines 35-38, Col 15 Lines 35-40, 42-55). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the use of a command for obtaining the network address from the 
LDAP or Directory Service to obtain its network address in the system taught by Rannali 
et al in Hutton et al's system for the purpose of obtaining network address from an 
electronic mail message with the use of LDAP server or Directory Server. 
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Consider Claim 13, Hutton et al fails to disclose the program for the electronic 
mail system according to claim 12, further comprising: a command for the destination 
terminal to notify a server that manages the address conversion data of a terminal name 
of the destination terminal and a network address when the destination terminal is 
assigned with a network address from a server for assigning a network address. 
Nonetheless, Rannali et al clearly shows the program for the electronic mail system 
according to claim 12, further comprising: a command for the destination terminal to 
notify a server that manages the address conversion data of a terminal name of the 
destination terminal and a network address when the destination terminal is assigned 
with a network address from a server for assigning a network address (Rannali et al, Fig 
3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 6 Lines 25-32, Col 7 Lines 35-38, Col 15 Lines 
1-9, Col 16 Lines 4-6). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time of the invention was made to incorporate the use of a 
command for obtaining notification when the LDAP or Directory Service obtains the 
network address (Rannali et al, Fig 3 LDAP-15, Fig 5, Col 5 Lines 50-64, Col 6 Lines 
25-32, Col 7 Lines 35-38, Col 15 Lines 1-9, Col 16 Lines 4-6) from the system taught by 
Rannali et al in Hutton et al's system for the purpose of notification of events carried out 
by the electronic mail system. 
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Claims 9 and 10 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Hutton et al (US Pat 6,108,704), in view of Ranalli et al (US Patent 6,748,057), and in 
further view of. Besprosvan (US Pub 2002/0124057). 

Consider Claim 9, Hutton et al in view of Rannali et al clearly fails to disclose the 
electronic mail system according to claim 4, further comprising: mailboxes for each of 
the destination terminals; wherein when there is no mailbox for the destination terminal 
included in the received electronic mail, the inquiry unit inquires the network address 
from the address conversion unit. Nonetheless, Besprosvan clearly discloses the 
electronic mail system according to claim 4, further comprising: mailboxes for each of 
the destination terminals (Besprosvan Pg 5, [0057], [0064]); wherein when there is no 
mailbox for the destination terminal included in the received electronic mail (Besprosvan 
Pg 5, [0055], [0057], [0064]), the inquiry unit inquires the network address from the 
address conversion unit (Besprosvan Pg 5, [0057], [0064]). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the use of a mailbox (Besprosvan Pg 5, [0057]) to store messages 
in the system along with storing all messages received by the system (Besprosvan Pg 
5, [0055]) taught by Besprosvan, Ranali et al in Hutton et al's electronic mail system, for 
the purpose of storing messages in mailboxes and even when the LDAP or. database 
server have no mailbox for users, as the system is designed to store messages when 
they are received. 
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Consider Claim 10, Hutton Hutton et al in view of Rannali et al clearly fails to 
disclose the electronic mail system according to claim 4, further comprising: mailboxes 
for each of the destination terminals; wherein when the inquiry unit fails to obtain the 
network address from the address conversion unit by using the electronic mail address 
of the destination terminal included in the received electronic mail, the received 
electronic mail is stored in the mailbox. Nonetheless, Besprosvan clearly discloses 
electronic mail system according to claim 4, further comprising: mailboxes for each of 
the destination terminals; wherein when the inquiry unit fails to obtain the network 
address from the address conversion unit by using the electronic mail address of the 
destination terminal included in the received electronic mail, the received electronic mail 
is stored in the mailbox (Besprosvan Pg 5, [0057], [0064]). Therefore it would have 
been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention was 
made to incorporate the use of mailbox even if the system was not able to connect to 
the LDAP to obtain network addresses as the system does is able to provide allocation 
of storage resources by the system that provides reference/redirection of messages 
(Besprosvan Pg 5, [0055], [0057], [0064]) taught by Besprosvan, Ranali et al in Hutton 
et al's electronic mail system, for the purpose of storing messages in mailboxes even 
when LDAP or database server is not able to obtain network addresses as the system is 
capable of storing all messages which are directed towards it. 



Conclusion 
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Any response to this Office Action should be faxed to (571 ) 273-8300 or mailed 

to: 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Hand-delivered responses should be brought to 

Customer Service Window 
Randolph Building 
401 Dulany Street 
Alexandria, VA 22314 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Anish Sikri whose telephone number is (571 ) 270-1783. 
The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Thursday from 6:30am to 5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's 
supervisor, Rafael Perez-Gutierrez can be reached on (571) 272-7915. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
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have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 



Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist/customer service whose telephone 
number is (571) 272-2600. 

Anish Sikri 
A.S./a.s. 

March 15,2007 



Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free) or 571-272-4100. 




